Controlled substance issues in long-term care: part 1.
Maintaining compliance with state and federal regulations of controlled substances is a constant focus of long-term care facilities and the pharmacies that serve them. Facilities and pharmacies also must be diligent about properly disposing of and preventing diversion of these medications, which have a high potential for abuse. Establishing monitoring systems and implementing specific policies and procedures for managing controlled substances can help facilities with their regulatory compliance and also ensure continuous availability of these medications.